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Man Pleads Guilty to Vehicle Odometer Rollback Scheme

A Studio City man pleaded guilty today for operating a computerized odometer rollback business for
vehicles that were leased from dealerships in the San Fernando Valley and Glendale, the Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s Office announced.

Serge Oganesian, 45, entered his plea to six felony counts: one count of conspiracy to commit grand
theft and five counts of computer access and fraud.

Sentencing in case BA472209 is scheduled for April 21, 2020, in Department 50 of the Foltz Criminal
Justice Center. The defendant is expected to receive a 16-month jail sentence and will be ordered to pay
a $15,000 fine.

Oganesian had been running his odometer rollback business since April 2015 in North Hollywood,
Glendale and Studio City at various times, according to Deputy District Attorney Leonard Torrealba of
the Consumer Protection Division.

The defendant hacked the computers of 12 vehicles and rolled back the vehicle odometer readings. The
altered mileage amounted to $76,394 in false vehicle appreciation, the prosecutor said.

Vehicle valuation is highly dependent on vehicle mileage. Consumers rely on the vehicle odometer
reading in making their used car purchases, the prosecutor added.

The case was investigated by the California Department of Motor Vehicles, with assistance from the
District Attorney’s Office’s Bureau of Investigation.

About the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office

Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her
staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to protecting our
community through the fair and ethical pursuit of justice and the safeguarding of crime victims' rights.
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